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Senate 
The Senate met at 10 a.m. and was 

called to order by the Honorable MARIA 
CANTWELL, a Senator from the State of 
Washington. 

f 

PRAYER 
The Chaplain, Dr. Barry C. Black, of-

fered the following prayer: 
Let us pray. 
Eternal God, the fountain of every 

blessing, provide our Senators this day 
reverence to realize Your presence, hu-
mility to know their own needs, and 
trust to ask You for help. Give them 
also the courage to obey Your precepts 
and to live for Your glory. 

Lord, walk with them as they work, 
giving them the wisdom to believe that 
there is no purity without vigilance, no 
learning without study, and no crown 
without a cross. Strengthen their re-
solve to choose the right and shun the 
wrong. 

We pray in Your Holy Name. Amen. 
f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
The Presiding Officer led the Pledge 

of Allegiance, as follows: 
I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 

United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

APPOINTMENT OF ACTING 
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will please read a communication 
to the Senate from the President pro 
tempore (Mr. LEAHY). 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read the following letter: 

U.S. SENATE, 
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE, 

Washington, DC, December 2, 2021. 
To the Senate: 

Under the provisions of rule I, paragraph 3, 
of the Standing Rules of the Senate, I hereby 
appoint the Honorable MARIA CANTWELL, a 
Senator from the State of Washington, to 
perform the duties of the Chair. 

PATRICK J. LEAHY, 
President pro tempore. 

Ms. CANTWELL thereupon assumed 
the Chair as Acting President pro tem-
pore. 

f 

RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, the 
leadership time is reserved. 

f 

CONCLUSION OF MORNING 
BUSINESS 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Morning business is closed. 

f 

NATIONAL DEFENSE AUTHORIZA-
TION ACT FOR FISCAL YEAR 
2022—Resumed 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, the 
Senate will resume consideration of 
H.R. 4350, which the clerk will report. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read as follows: 

A bill (H.R. 4350) to authorize appropria-
tions for fiscal year 2022 for military activi-
ties of the Department of Defense, for mili-
tary construction, and for defense activities 
of the Department of Energy, to prescribe 
military personnel strengths for such fiscal 
year, and for other purposes. 

Pending: 
Reed-Inhofe modified amendment No. 3867, 

in the nature of a substitute. 
Reed amendment No. 4775 (to amendment 

No. 3867), to modify effective dates relating 
to the Assistant Secretary of the Air Force 
for Space Acquisition and Integration and 
the Service Acquisition Executive of the De-
partment of the Air Force for Space Systems 
and Programs. 

RECOGNITION OF THE MAJORITY LEADER 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Ms. 
ROSEN). The majority leader is recog-
nized. 

SENATE AGENDA 

Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, I 
begin this morning with some good 
news. I am happy to say that last night 
I reached an agreement with Leader 

MCCONNELL, the Speaker, and the 
chairs of the House Appropriations 
Committee and the Senate Appropria-
tions Committee on a continuing reso-
lution that will keep the Federal Gov-
ernment funded through mid-February 
of next year. 

This is a good compromise that al-
lows an appropriate amount of time for 
both parties in both Chambers to finish 
negotiations on appropriations. As I 
said, this is a good compromise that al-
lows an appropriate amount of time for 
both parties in both Chambers to finish 
negotiations on appropriations. 

This morning, the House will start 
the process to take up this government 
funding measure, and we hope they can 
have it passed through their Chamber 
by the end of today. 

Unfortunately, it seems Republican 
dysfunction could be a roadblock to 
averting an unnecessary and dangerous 
government shutdown. Democrats and 
most Republicans, including the Re-
publican leader, have said they don’t 
want to see a Republican shutdown. We 
hope cooler heads will prevail. 

Just as we saw with the NDAA, a few 
individual Republican Senators appear 
determined to derail this important 
legislation because of their opposition 
to the President’s lifesaving vaccine 
guidelines critical to healing our coun-
try in the middle of a pandemic. 

Let’s be clear: If there is a shutdown, 
it will be a Republican anti-vaccine 
shutdown. Democrats want to get the 
government funded as soon as possible. 
It was not easy to reach this deal. It 
took a while to get Republican leader-
ship on board. But I am glad that we 
have gotten it done. I thank my col-
leagues on the other side of the aisle 
for working with us to find a path for-
ward. 

Now all that is left are a few lone 
holdouts who are raising objections 
that are doomed to fail and which can 
be debated elsewhere. There is no rea-
son we should have a Republican shut-
down. I have worked with the Repub-
lican leader on an agreement that will 
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